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The Honorable Don Parkinson OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY
Speaker ACKNCYWLEDSIMENT RECEIRT
Twenty-Third Guam Legislature ST e

424 West O'Brien Drive Raceived By ?‘QJM,‘,\,

Julale Center - Suite 222

Ti :
Agana, Guam 96910 e L

Date 3/ )9t

Dear Speaker Parkinson:

Enclosed please find a copy of Substitute Bill No. 352 (LS), "AN ACT TO
AMEND 10 GCA §12307, RELATIVE TO PROVIDING ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
TO NURSE LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS AS A
MEANS FOR VALIDATING RE-LICENSURE", which I have signed into law
today as Public Law No. 23-75.

This amendment allows the Guam Board of Nurse Examiners to consider
Continuing Education Units (CEU) to validate re-licensure to continue or
re-enter nursing practice. Presently, there are qualified nurses who could
be working except that the Guam Board of Nurse Examiners is not
authorized to consider Continuing Education Units. This will allow more
qualified nurses to attain licensure.

Very truly yours,

deleine . ?éio;
cting Govern6r of Guam

Attachment/

231020

Post Office Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96910 = {671}472-8931 = Fax: (6711477-GUAM



TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE
1996 (SECOND) Regular Session

This is to certify that Substitute Bill No. 352 (LS), "AN ACT TO AMEND 10
GCA §12307, RELATIVE TO PROVIDING ADDITIONAL CRITERIA TO
NURSE LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS
AS A MEANS FOR VALIDATING RE-LICENSURE," was on the 22nd day of
February, 1996, duly and regularly passed.

Bofl
D. PARKINSON
Speaker

Attested:

JUDITH WON PAT-BORJA
Senator and Legislative Secretary

This Act was received by the Governor this__ £ day of 7=eeny

1996, at in o'clock_/{i.M.
Ao gl
Assistant Staff Officer
Governor's Office
APPROVED:

MADELEINE 7. B@RDALLO
Acting Goverpdr of. Guam

Date: March 6, 1996

Public Law No. 23-75



TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE
1995 (FIRST) Regular Session

Bill No. 352 (LS)

As substituted by the Committee on
Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens
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Introduced by:
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AN ACT TO AMEND 10 GCA §12307, RELATIVE TO
PROVIDING ADDITIONAL CRITERIA TO NURSE
LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING EDUCATION
UNITS AS A MEANS FOR VALIDATING RE-

LICENSURE.
1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:
2 Section 1. Legislative Intent. The Nurse Practice Act and the Guam

3 Board of Nurse Examiner's rules and regulations do not allow for nurses
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who are not actively practicing to use Continuing Education Units (CEU) as a
means of validating their re-licensure in order to continue or re-enter nursing
practice. There are many nurses on island who are precluded from re-
entering the practice because of this restriction. This pool of nurses can be
tapped on to reduce the critical nursing shortage Guam is experiencing.

Section 2. Items (11) to (18) of subsection (b) of Section 12307, Article 3,
Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, as codified prior to enactment of
this Act, are renumbered (12) to (19).

Section 3. A new item (11) is added to Subsection (b) of Section 12307,
Atrticle 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, to read:

"(11) use Continuing Education Units (CEU) to validate re-

licensure to continue or re-enter nursing practice.”



- TWE -THIRD GUAM LEGISIATURE
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VOTING SHEET

Bill No. _ D5 &

Resolution No.

Question:

NOT ABSENT/

NAYS | VOTING/ | OQUTDURING

NAME ABSTAINED ROLL CALL

ADA, Thomas C.

AGUON, John P.

BARRETT-ANDERSON, Elizabeth

BLAZ, Anthony C.

BROWN, Joanne S.

CAMACHO, Felix P.

CHARFAUROS, Mark C

CRISTOBAL, Hope A.

FORBES, MARK

LAMORENA, Alberto C., V

LEON GUERRERO, Carlotta

LEON GUERRERO, Lou

NELSON, Ted S.

ORSINI, Sonny L.

PANGELINAN, Vicente C

PARKINSON, Don

SAN AGUSTIN, Joe T.

SANTOS, Angel L. G.

SANTOS, Francis E.

UNPINGCO, Antonio R.

WONPAT-BORJA, Judith

SN SRR USSR S S SRS E

TOTAL

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT:

b
0o

Recording Secretary



TwenTy-THIRD SENATOR L.ou LEON GUERRERO, RN, MPH
GuamM LEGISLATURE
CHAIRPERSON

324 W. SoLeDAD AVENUE
Acafia, Guam 96910 CommiTTEE ON HEALTH, WELFARE, AND SEMOR CITIZENS

Tew (671) 472-3543/44/46
Fax: (671) 472-3832

16 January 1996

The Honorable

Don Parkinson

Speaker, 23rd Guam Legislature
Agana, Guam

via: Committee on Rules

Dear Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens to which was referred
Bill 352, AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR
VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE NURSING PRACTICE BY ADDING A
NEW ITEM (11) TO 10 GCA §12307, has had the same under consideration
and reports Substitute Bill 352 AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDTIONAL
CRITERIA TO NURSE LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING
EDUCATION UNITS AS A MEANS FOR VALIDATING RE-LICENSURE, To
Do Pass As Subsituted.

Votes of committee members are as follows:
{2 To Pass ‘
© Not To Pass
© To The Inactive File
O Abstained
O Off-Island
© Not Available

Sincerely,

(Rm (‘}M\\)%\MM SN

Lou Leon Guerrero, RN, MPH
attachments
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Committee On Health, Welfare, And Senior Citizens
VOTE SHEET

on
Substitute Bill 352, AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA TO NURSE
LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS AS A MEANS FOR
VALIDATING LICENSURE.

COMMITTEE MEMBER TOPASS | NOTTOPASS | ABSTAIN | INACTIVE FILE

e 4o/ ~

Sen. Lou Leon Guerrero, RN, MPH, Chair

Sen. Ben C\ﬁ?{gelinan, Vice Chair

N _a. ol

Sen. Totn C. Ada, member

%/(fﬂ%

Sen. Matk C. Charfauros, memb

%Wl)é

Sen. Hope A, €nistobal, mémber

YA

Vice Sp/eaktp/ Ted S. Nelson, member

Sen. Angel L.G. Santos, member

e
/
o
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/
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Senf. iUdité%ﬂ*j’at-B@ja, m em/be/ B /
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v
™~

Sen. Anthonka. Blaz, méiber

Sen Félix P. Camache, member

//LV%L///—-; .

Sen. Alberto Lamoreng'y, me

Sen. Carlotta Leon Guerrero, member
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TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE
1995 (First) Regular Session

Bill NO. 352

As substituted by the
Committee on Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens
Lou Leon Guerrero

Judith Wop' Pat-Borj .

Hope M

Francis Santos )/\/

Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson

%_rét nio_Unpingco
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AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA <A HekE™ ~
TO NURSE LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING
EDUCATION UNITS AS A MEANS FOR
VALIDATING RE-LICENSURE

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. The Nurse Practice Act and the Guam Board
of Nurse Examiner's rules and regulations do not allow for nurses who are not
actively practicing to use Continuing Education Units (CEU) as a means of
validating their re-licensure in order to continue or re-enter nursing practice.
There are many nurses on island who are precluded from re-entering the practice
because of this restriction. This pool of nurses can be tapped on to reduce the
critical nursing shortage Guam is experiencing.

Section 2. Items (11) to (18) of subsection (b) of Section 12307, Article 3,
Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, as codified prior to enactment of this
Act, are renumbered (12) to (19).

Section 3. A new item (11) is added to subsection (b) of Section 12307,
Article 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, to read:

"(11) use Continuing Education Units (CEU) to validate re-licensure
to continue or re-enter nursing practice. "
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TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE
1995 (First) Regular Session

Bill No. _32 rj‘ ‘ JJ:" -

Introduced by: Lou Leon Guerrero

Judy Won Pat—Bor!'a%
Hope Cristobal

Francis Santos ,
Elizabeth Barret%nders%ﬁﬁ

TonyUnpingco

AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
FOR VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE
NURSING PRACTICE BY ADDING A NEW ITEM
(11) TO 10 GCA §12307.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF
GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. The Nurse Practice Act and
the Guam Board of Nurse Examiner rules and regulations do
not allow for nurses who are not actively practicing to use
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) as a means of validating
continued competency in order to continue or re-enter nursing
practice. There are many nurses on island who are precluded
from re-entering the practice because of this restriction. This
pool of nurses can be tapped on to reduce the critical nursing
shortage Guam is experiencing.

Section 2. Items (11) to (18) of subsection (b) of §12307,
Article 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, as
codified prior to enactment of this Act, are renumbered (12) to
(19),”

Section 3. A new item (11) is added to subsection (b) of
§12307, Article 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated,
to read:

“(11) use Continuing Education Units (CEUs) to
validate competency to continue or re-enter nursing practice.”



BUREAU OF BUDGET & MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, Past Otfica Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96910

JOSEPH E. RIVERA
DIRECTOR

MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO
LT COVERNOR FRANCES J. BALAJADIA

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

The Bureau requests that Bill No(s). 352 be
granted a waiver pursuant to Public Law 12-228 for the following
reasons:

The bill is administrative in nature and has no fiscal
impact on the General Fund.

e . kce: -
OSEPH E.?Rgf@

Acting




COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, WELFARE & SENIOR CITIZENS
COMMITTEE REPORT
ON

BILL #352 AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR
VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE NURSING PRACTICE
BY ADDING A NEW ITEM (11) TO 10 GCA SECTION 12307

PREFACE

The Committee on Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens convened on Friday,
October 20, 1995 at 2:30pm in the Legislature Public Hearing Room to receive
testimony on Bill #352. The hearing was called to order by the Chairperson,
Senator Lou Leon Guerrero. Senator Ben Pangelinan, Vice-Chairperson and
Senator Carlotta Leon Guerrero were also present.

PURPOSE

This legislation was heavily solicited by the Guam Board of Nurse Examiners
("GBNE"). The intent of the bill is to allow GBNE to use continuing
education units ("CEU's) as a means of validating competency in order to
continue or re-enter the nursing profession.

DISCUSSION

Present to give written and/or oral testimony were: Roger Cauley, Chairman,
Guam Nurses Association ("GNA") Legislative Committee, Mrs. Tina Blas
who represented herself, Ms. Margaret Gay, representing herself, Ms. Helen
Ripple, Administrator of Guam Memorial Hospital and Dr. Barbara Brown,
editor of Nursing Administration Quarterly and invitee to Guam by Ms.
Helen Ripple.

Mrs. Teofila Cruz submitted written testimony on behalf of GBNE.

Senator Lou Leon Guerrero stated that the GBNE and the GNA have
constantly debated over the competency question and who should measure or
judge competency. Is knowledge competency enough versus the clinical
competency? The Senator is of the position that competency should be
measured at the employer's level - at the level of where the nurse works. It is
the opinion of the Senator that GBNE's role is to safeguard the community by
making sure that the applicant's requirements meet the qualified standards.
GBNE has, in the past, put in stringent rules and regulations that, at times,
obstruct or sometimes deter nurses from being licensed on Guam because of
clinical competency. Is the solution to go towards continuing education as



some kind of measurement that approves this individual based on clinical
performance?

Senator Lou Leon Guerrero supports the concept that CEU's are needed to
ensure that the applicant has the knowledge or is up to date in the nursing
profession and translate that into clinical performance at the site of
employment.

Dr. Barbara Brown stated that there are two factors in measuring competency
(1) CEU's and (2) certificate exams. There should be more focus on the clinical
specifications. Clinical testing should NOT be GBNE's responsibility - it is the
employer's responsibility.

Mrs. Helen Ripple added that she agreed that competency should be
determined in the environment. It is the responsibility of the employer to
orient its employee.

Senator Carlotta Leon Guerrero asked if there were risks involved when
having the employer determine competency. Mrs. Ripple responded that this
is why the employer does competency tests and evaluation, so that the
employee may have to demonstrate their skills. Dr. Brown mentioned that a
probationary period to evaluate "hands on" performance is also done by the
employer.

Mrs. Tina Blas felt that the GBNE is responsible for the initial step for
licensure - it is up to the employers and individuals to maintain level of
competency, unless there becomes a question of incompetency. Then the
GBNE will investigate accusations.

Ms. Margaret Gay stated that Public Health's manual for nurses state that each
nurse is responsible for their ongoing CEU's to assure scientific knowledge
and skills to be performed. She supports requiring CEU's for new license and
re-entry of the nursing profession. However, it is very difficult to measure
competency.

Senator Lou Leon Guerrero stated that once this bill is signed, the GBNE
would create the rules and regulations. In these rules and regulations, the
questions of number of CEU's required and how monitored will be addressed.
In previous years, it was difficult for a nurse to get CEU's - now it is more
available and easier to accomplish. She further feels that there should be a
mandate that ALL licensed nurses become members of the GNA to be
informed of CEU's available on Guam.

Senator Ben Pangelinan commented that competency should not be used as a
basis for CEU's.



COMMITTEE FINDINGS

After discussion of written and oral testimonies, it is the finding of the
Committee that GBNE is to exclude the word "competency" as a basis for
CEU's.

The new title of Bill #3352 will read as follows:
AN ACT TOPROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
TO NURSE LICENSURE BY ADDING CONTINUING
EDUCATION UNITS AS A MEANS FOR VALIDATING
LICENSURE.

RECOMMENDATION

The Committee on Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens recommends TO DO
PASS as substituted by the Committee.



The undersigned have appeared and/or submitted testimony to the Committee on
Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens on Bill 352, AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
CRITERIA FOR VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE NURSING PRACTICE BY ADDING A
NEW ITEM (11) TO 10 GCA §12307.

Name B _ RS\ _&Qusxx&)% _________________________
Representing ___(xO&ae__ W OREE S RESOCRIww.
Address/Phone ¥ b %o €365 I&xmﬁ&%_, Qo B Se¥3\

Address/Phone &0 e 74 Efe S5/ [3 G e _ﬁa@_,»__ _

___________________________

Representing e G

Address/Phone _53;3;};_;’§f;_%%___:_*§_}l__‘1 NS

Representing __
Address/Phone

Representing ___ _
Address/Phone

Representing _____
Address/Phone

Representing _
Address/Phone

Representing ___
Address/Phone



The undersigned have appeared and/or submitted testimony to the Committee on
Health, Welfare & Senior Citizens on Bill 352, AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
CRITERIA FOR VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE NURSING PRACTICE BY ADDING A
NEW ITEM (11) TO 10 GCA §12307.

/=7 /91./ AN /3 cA A

Representing é M /7L o L/VL&N

Address/Phone 6¥e - S ¥O /s

Representing ___ ______________
Address/Phone

Representing ___ ________
Address/Phone

Representing _ ___
Address/Phone

Representing _ ___________________
Address/Phone

Representing _
Address/Phone

Representing _ __ ______________
Address/Phone
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GUAM BOARD OF NURSE EXAMI

P.O. BOX 2816
AGANA, GUAM 96910

10/20/95

Bill No 352, An act to provide additional criteria for validating competency in the
Nursing Practice by adding a new ifem (11) 10 10 GCA §12307, Article 3, Chapter 12.

Madam Chairman and members of the Committee on Health, Welfare, and Senior
Citizens, my name is Teofila P, Cruz, Administrator of the Guam Board of Nurse
Examiners. Increasingly, consumer advocates challenge licensing bodies to assure the
public that continuing competence is an accompanying factor in continuing licensure. The
issue of competence has become one of the most controversial topics in meetings, health
care settings, classrooms, forums and legislatures in Guam and around the country.
Competence has been discussed in relation to consumer protection, quality assurance,
continued competence, the effects of disability on practice, and the disciplinary process.
Madam Chairman and members of the committee, for boards of nursing, the driving force
underlying this debate is the obligation to protect the public through the devclopment and
enforcement of reasonable and uniform standards for nursing education and practice. The
public perceives that “a current license means current competence” while the reality is “a
current license means that at the point of entry the nurse demonstrated competence
through graduation from a nursing education program and NCLEX, and has maintained an
unencumbered license.” Continued competence mechanisms, e.g. continuing cducation,
may be involved in maintaining a license, but does this mean equal competence assurance?

The Guam Board of Nurse Examiners is in support of the intent of the proposed
amendment 10 GCA, Article 3, Chapter 12, §12307 and may have been instrumental in the
solicitation to include continuing education as one of the methods to validate
“competency”. Bill 352 added a new item (11) to §12307 (b) which may be interpreted as
an additional requirement. The following changes to the amendment is recommended to
add to item (10) “. . . or re-entcr practice may include nursing continuing cducation

units.

The Guam Board of Nurse Examiners Administrative Rulcs and Regulations,

Article 1, Section 23 Continued Competency Requircments states:

"A  Nurses shall submit to the Board evidence that they actively practice nursing a
minimum of four months within the renewal period to be eligible for license
renewal or endorsement.

B Nurses who do not meet the above (A.) requirements, upon submission of the
required documents, shall be issued a conditional license for a period of 6 (six)
months of supervised nursing experience A satisfactory evaluation of the
experience shall be submitted to the Board for approval, prior to issuance of a full
license." (Attachment A)
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At the time of the writing of the Board’s administrative rules and regulations in
1988, the above requirements were consistent with the national level. The Board felt it
was necessary to establish “some” guidelines to determine competency which gencrally
stated “practice” requirements. The requirements as stated did not included continuing
education (CE) hours because CE’s were not readily available or provided in Guam.
Unlike physicians or dentist, nurses are not as financial healthy to travel off-island to
attend CE’s.

Throughout the years some nurses felt these rules and regulations were
discriminatory, that one must be continuously working as a nurse to maintain their
license. Does competence mean working as a nurse? The NCSBN (April 1995) defined
competence as “the ability of & nursc to apply interpersonal, decision-making, and
psychomotor skills at the level of knowledge expected for the nurse’s current nursing
practice role”. Competence is universal in concept but is specific in application. The
standards for competence determined by the Board is when a nurse;

—

Apply knowledge and skills at the level required for a panticuiar practice situation,

2. Implement personal guidelines reflective of professional, ethical and legal standards
of practice.

3. Assure that clients’ welfare prevails, and empower clients to participate in heaith
care decisions and outcomes.

4, Implement professional development activitics needed for nursing practice
decisions and actions.

5, Demonstrate responsibility and accountability for nursing practice decisions and
actions,

6, Exercise sound nursing judgment.

~

Use collaborative and interdependent activities to coordinate client health care.
8. Acknowledge the effect of a nurse’s cognitive and functional abilities on the
nurse’s practice.

In 1994, the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc., Nursing Practice
and Education Committee, conducted a survey to monitor the use of continued
competency mechanisms which included the use of peer review and measurement of
continued competency mechanisms by boards of nursing. Sixty-two (62) Member Boards
responded to the questionnaire with the following results: (Attachment B)

¢ No Member Boards reported the use of peer review or client review,

¢+ Twenty-eight (28) Member Boards reported the use of periodic refresher courses,
with various conditions, for reentry into active practice after a prolong absence from
practice;

¢ Twenty-six (26) Member Boards reported the use of continuing education
mechanisms;

¢ Four (4) Member Boards reported the use of a competency mechanism; and

e
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¢ Twenty-four (24) Member Boards reported the use of a minimum practice requirement
for renewal of license. The continued competence mechanisms being used the most,
continue to be refresher courses, continuing education and practice requirements.

It is thercfore concluded that although the Board recommended the amendment to
10 GCA, the Board believes that the amendment is more appropriate in the administrative
rules and regulations, rather than with 10 GCA.

Thank you for allowing us to submit our testimony regarding this issue.

e 27 -
-é’7a./ut ! u?( ',-(,g .

Teofila P, Cruz

Attachments



for RN and LPN. A minimum cumulstive score of 350 for
LPN.

d. Before Jenuary 1§51 {(before the implementation of a nation-
sl nursing exam) successfully wrote s state-conatructed
examination with the established passing score in the
original state of lcensure, end such Mcense has never
lspsed,

2. Canedisn nurse greduates who:

8. Were licensed between 1943-1974 end are currenily bicensed
in a atste or territory of the Unlited States, or successfully
wrote NLN-SBTPE with a minimum score of 350 In each of
the § nursing arees.

b. Were licensed after 1571 ghall be considered ns a foreign
nurse graduate.

1. Foreign Nurse Gradustes who:

3. Were licensed In the Territory of Guam pricr to May 1,
1970 and are currently licensed and ective In the prectice
nursing. -

b. Were licensed by examination (NLN-SBTPE or NRCULEX after
May 1, 1970

Licensure by equivalency for prectical nurses

An applicent for prectical nurse licensure by endorsement based on

equivelency must meet the following requirements:

1. Have successfully written the nstional licensure exsmination, and

2. Hold s license in snother state or territory of the U.S. based
on successful completion of course content snd clinical experi-
ence equivalent to sn approved practical nursing program and
furnish evidence thereof, and

1. Suboit official transcript/course description that the minimum
nursing courses completed Include the following:

s.  Sublect Theory Hrs Clinical Hre

Medicel/Surgicel Nursing i 00
Including Fundamentals

Pediatric Nursing 30 9
Obstetric Nursing e 50
Pharmacclogy 0 20
Mental Hemlth Concepts 30 30
Total: ne

k. Su rt_ Courses
Ina‘umy & Physlology $ qtr hrs/l semester hours
Mercbiolegy 3 qtr hre/l semester hours
Nutrition 3 qtr hrs/2 semester hours
Growth & Development $ qtr hen/3 semester hours
Paychology 5 qtr hra/3 semester hours

c. Gredes on the ebove courses must de & "C" or better,

4. Be sble toc demonstrate fuency in speaking, writing and compre-
hension of the English lenguage.

5.  Demonasirate continued competency.

1.16

SECTION 22: SPECIAL LICENSURE SITUATIONS

A

Nurses transporting patlents In snd out of Guam ehall be currently
licensed In the {urisdiction in which they are employed.

Nurses from other U.S. jurisdictions or Its lerritories attending or
providing short (80 days or lems) continulog educetion courses oc
psrticlpating In cilnical preceptorshlp experiences shall hold a cur-
rent license to practice in at least one U.S. jurisdletion or {ts terri-
torles.

Licensed nurses from other U.S. jurisdictions or iis territorlies wheo
provide cere during an official declsred emergency or dlasster situa-

tion shall not be required to obtain & Guam license to practice nur-
sing.

SECTION 23: CONTINUED COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS

Nurees shall submit tc the Board evidence that they ‘acllvely
practiced nursing aminimum of four months within the renewsal period
to be eligible for llcense renewsai or endorsement.

Nurses who do not meel the sbove (A.} requirementa, upon sub-
mieslon of the required documents, shall be fesued a conditional
license for a period of 8 (six) months of supervised nurgsing exper-
lence. A pstisfactory evalmation of the experience shall be submlitted
to the Board for approval, prior 1o lesuance of a full license.

NHureses whe have not been sctively practicing nursing five years or
more and are unable to document yearly two months of licensed
practice during the flve (5) years immediately preceding the date of
application shall salisfactorily complete s forma! refresher program
spproved by the Boerd to include theory eand 180 hrs. of clinfcal
learning under the direct eupervision of an RN, before resuming

ective prectice, An evalustion, of the clinfcal experfence, shell be
submitted to the Bosard.

Nurses moving from one speclaity ares to snother or from s general
area {0 & specielty area shall complete a formal refresher program

which reflects knowledge end ekills neccasary to malntain competency
in the respective area.

Nursee psrticipeting in elther a formsl refresher program shall epply

for s temporery work permit. They shell be subject to the aame
requirements ss new gradustes.

SECTION 24: RENEWAL OF LICENSE
A,

Registered and Practical nures licenses shall be renewed biennially
by September 38 of odd numbered years.

The tlcensee shall submit to the Hoard a completed renewal applica-
tion form, verification of continuing competency a3 requested,
renewal fee and other required documents, on or before (he ex-
piratlon date of the Heense,

1.17

TN3IS
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{ (Attn(_. aent B)
Table 1. Continued Competency Mechanisms

AN AN

° eap

O R Ow'

Peer Review W Amnerican Samoa Competency Examination

1. California RN and VN 1. Louisiapa RN and PN
2. Texas RN and VN 2. Texas RN and YN

3. Oregon Nurse Practitioners only 3. Georgia RN only

4. Louisians RN only 4. Washington RN only
5. West Virginia PN only 5. West Virginia PN only

i v’ W Virgio Islagds
8 North Mari N Puerto Rico
i Continuing Education| ¥ Gum Periodic Refresher Course

1. Georgia RN and PN
2. Texas VN only
3, Wast Virginia PN only

kAN

o2 bwo

W Virgis bilands

Client Review Minimum Practice Requirements

National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc./1994



COuam XNurses’ Association

P. O. Box CG, Agana, Guam 96910

October 20 1995
Committee On Health and Senior Citizens

Senator Lou Leon Guerrero, RN, MPH, Chairperson

Twenty-Third Guam Legislature

324 W. Soledad Avenue

Agana, Guam 96910

Good Afternoon Madam Chair and Members of the Committee On Health
and Senior Citizens.

My name is Roger Cauley, I am the Chairman of the Guam Nurses
Association Committee on Legislation. I am here today to testify
for Guam Nurses Association Board of Directors and our members.
Guam Nurses Association is in favor of Bill 352,

An Act to Provide additional Criteria For Validating
Competency In the Nursing Practice By Adding A New Item
(11) to 10 GCA 12307.

Health Care is continuing to change and improve with modern
advances in Medicine. Nurses are faced with the need to continue
to learn and provide safe and effective treatments and nursing care
to patients. Bill 352 will require that nurse maintain their
education on a continuing process. This will benefit the nurse and
patient.

In addition, Bill 352 will provide a mechanism whereby registered
nurses will be able to maintain their license through continuing
education. Guam Nurses Association is a provider of continuing
education programs. Continuing nursing education programs are
locally availble. Guam Nurses Association has offered twenty-two
hours of continuing education in 1994. Several other agencies
provide continuing education programs for nurses. They include,
Guam Memorial Hospital Education Department, FHP, Navy Hospital and
professional nursing journals offer approved continuing education
courses.

On behalf of Guam Nursing Association, I would like to thank you
for this opportunity to testify in favor of Bill 352.

Mr. Roger L. Cauley RN, MPA
Chairman, GNA Legislative Committee
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Introduee
SEP 11 1995

TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE
1995 (First) Regular Session

Bill No. 257 (J) | s

Introduced by: Lou Leon Guerrero

Judy Won Pat—Borz'a%
Hope Cristobal
Francis Santos
Elizabeth Barret%nders%ﬁﬁ

TonyUnpingco

AN ACT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
FOR VALIDATING COMPETENCY IN THE
NURSING PRACTICE BY ADDING A NEW ITEM
(11) TO 10 GCA §12307.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF
GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. The Nurse Practice Act and
the Guam Board of Nurse Examiner rules and regulations do
not allow for nurses who are not actively practicing to use
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) as a means of validating
continued competency in order to continue or re-enter nursing
practice. There are many nurses on island who are precluded
from re-entering the practice because of this restriction. This
pool of nurses can be tapped on to reduce the critical nursing
shortage Guam is experiencing.

Section 2. Items (11) to (18) of subsection (b) of §12307,
Article 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, as
codified prior to enactment of this Act, are renumbered (12) to
(19),”

Section 3. A new item (11) is added to subsection (b) of
§12307, Article 3, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated,
to read:

“(11) use Continuing Education Units (CEUSs) to
validate competency to continue or re-enter nursing practice.”



